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PREAMBLE

This Charter was created with the intention of guaranteeing a process wherein Student
Governments at the University of Utah outside of ASUU, formerly known as “College Student
Councils,” (CSCs) can become formally recognized by ASUU. This Charter was drafted in the
hopes that formal cooperation between all Student Governments will result in more effective
representation of the student voice, more efficient execution of Governmental Functions, and
overall improvement to the Student Experience at the University of Utah. Recognized Student
Governments (RSG’s) are intended to be an integral part of ASUU in function, contribution, and
representation, akin to State Governments within the United States. This Charter seeks to provide
instructions and a process for any Student Organization that seeks to represent a college to become
tormally recognized by ASUU, thereby initiating collaboration between all parties. Existing CSC
structures are not expected to change to fit within the Standard Model described by this Charter.

STANDARD MODEL

RSG’s are expected to represent the students of their College, facilitate communication
between those students and that College’s Administration, and overall improve the College
Experience for their student body. RSG’s may determine their own structure as well as how much
they choose to interact with ASUU. They have the prerogative to include their College’s ASUU
representatives within their structure, but are not obligated to. RSG’s membership is expected to
contain at the very least:

e One Primary Executive Position

o Ex.— President or equivalent
e One Secondary Executive Position

o Ex. — Vice President or equivalent
e One Primary Financial Position

o Ex.—Treasurer or equivalent
e One Primary Communications Position

o Ex. —Secretary or equivalent
e One Primary Policy Position

o Ex. — Parliamentarian or equivalent
e One Advisor

o A member of Staff or Faculty within the College

e A representative for each Department within the College
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DEFINITIONS

e CHARTER
o This document that outlines the Rights, Powers, and Duties; Recognition and Nullification Processes; and Bylaws of
Recognized Student Governments at the University of Utah

e ASUU
o The Associated Students of the University of Utah i.e. the ASUU Government
¢ REDBOOK
o The Constitution & Bylaws of ASUU
e ASSEMBLY
o The Representative Chamber of the Legislative Branch of ASUU that oversees Student Organizations
e SENATE
o0 The Senatorial Chamber of the Legislative Branch of ASUU that oversees Student Governments
¢ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
o The governing committee of the ASUU Legislative Senate

e STUDENT GOVERNMENT
o A Student organization outside of ASUU made to represent a college’s student body — In this Document, Student
Government never refers to ASUU

e PROSPECTIVE STUDENT GOVERNMENT
o A student government applying for formal recognition by ASUU
¢ RECOGNIZED STUDENT GOVERNMENT - RSG
o A student government that is formally recognized by ASUU
¢ NON-RECOGNIZED STUDENT GOVERNMENT - NRSG
o A student government that is not formally recognized by ASUU
e STUDENT BODY
o  Every matriculated student studying under a College of the University of Utah

¢ GOVERNING DOCUMENT

O A document that outlines the structure, function, and processes of a student government
e APPLICATION FOR RECOGNITION

O A document requesting and justifying the inclusion of a Student Government within ASUU by Formal Recognition
e RECOGNITION

O  The formal process by which ASUU registers and accounts for Student Governments that have completed the
Application Process

e ARTICLE OF NULLIFICATION

O A document requesting and justifying the nullification of a Recognized Student Government’s Recognition by ASUU
e NULLIFICATION

O The process wherein an RSG loses its status as formally recognized by ASUU
e REGISTRY

O The ASUU Registry of Recognized Student Governments as described in Article I.II — Senate Bylaws — Section 18 -
ASUU Registry of Recognized Student Governments

e ACADEMIC YEAR

O  The combined elapsed time of Fall Semester, Winter Break, and Spring Semester
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ARTICLE I - RIGHTS, POWERS, AND DUTIES OF RSG’S
SECTION I - RSG’S HAVE THE RIGHT TO:
1. Representation within the ASUU Senate
2. Funding as passed by the ASUU Senate
3. Apply for Recognition by ASUU
4. View their file within the Registry
5. Name and organize themselves in any way they see fit
SECTION II - RSG’S HAVE THE POWER TO:
1. Forward, Submit, and Present Joint Legislation within both ASUU Legislative Chambers
2. Submit Budget or Funding Requests for approval by the Senate
3. Submit legislation to alter or revise this Charter to the Senate
4. Involve their College’s Assembly Representatives and Senators according to their discretion
SECTION III - RSG’S HAVE THE DUTY TO:
1. Represent their College’s Student Body
Act according to the will of their College’s Student Body
Act and interact with ASUU according to this Charter

2

3

4. Maintain the activity within as well as the function of their Student Government

5. Facilitate Communications between their student body and their College’s Administration
0

Facilitate Communications between their student body and the ASUU Government
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ARTICLE II - RECOGNITION PROCESS

SECTION I - REQUIREMENTS FOR RECOGNITION
SUBSECTION I - GOVERNING DOCUMENT
1. Student Governments must follow or otherwise adhere to a Governing Document that
describes the following aspects of a Student Government
1.1. Structure and divisions of government
1.2. Election and/or Appointment Process
1.3. Roles within government (Individual positions and their duties, powers, etc.)
1.4. Procedures and functions of government (Including Alteration of Governing
Document)
2. Governing Documents must be revisited and reviewed at least yearly for necessary edits
pertaining to the effective function of its Student Government
3. Governing Documents must follow all University Policies and all Local, State, or Federal
Laws
SUBSECTION II - MEMBERSHIP
1. Members of a Student Government must be matriculated students of that Student
Government’s College
2. Student Governments must reserve the right to remove members for unsatisfactory
fulfillment of their role; infraction of University Policy or Local, State, or Federal Law; or
other reason(s) justifying their removal as necessary

3. Student Governments must possess the ability to fill vacancies in roles
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SUBSECTION III - LEADERSHIP
1. STRUCTURE
1.1. Student Governments must have a distinct committee, council, or other group primarily
responsible for the operation and management of said government.
1.2. Student Governments’ Leadership must include
1.2.1.0ne Primary Executive Position
1.2.2.0ne Secondary Executive Position
1.2.3.0ne Position responsible for finances
1.2.4.0ne Position responsible for communications
1.2.5.0ne Position responsible for policy and procedure adherence
2. ADVISOR
2.1. Student Governments must designate an advisor to their government
2.2. Student Government advisors must be faculty, staff, or another paid position within the
college said government seeks to represent
SUBSECTION IV — FUNCTION AND GOVERNANCE
1. Student Governments must possess the ability to
1.1. Draft and edit Legislation that can:
1.1.1.Establish or Alter a Governing Document
1.1.2.Establish or Alter a Budget for that Student Government
1.1.3.Addressing the College that the Student Government seeks to represent
1.1.4.Expressing the voice and opinion of the student body of the College that Student
Government seeks to represent
1.1.5.Addressing, proposing, or otherwise participating in the legislative processes of the
ASUU Government
1.2. Present, Question, Debate, and Vote on Legislation
1.3. Forward Legislation to ASUU
2. Student Governments’ Leadership must possess the ability to
2.1. Hold elections or applications on a regular basis to renew or replace roles within said

Government
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SECTION II - APPLICATION
1. Once a Student Government meets all or most of the requirements listed in Article IT Section I
of this Charter, they may apply for recognition to the ASUU Senate Executive Committee
2. A Student Government may apply for Recognition at any time during the academic year so long
as it fits within a Legislative Cycle
3. To submit an Application for Recognition, a prospective Student Government must:
3.1. Possess a document of endorsement from their College’s Dean’s Office
3.1.1.This document can take any form, and must be signed by the Dean of that college
3.2. Write an Application for Recognition Document and submit it to the Executive Committee
within the deadline for a Legislative Cycle
3.2.1.Fulfilled Requirements for Recognition must be adequately listed and described in the
Application for Recognition Document
3.3. Select at least one (1) member from among their Executive Officers to present the
Application within a meeting of the ASUU General Senate
4. Reapplication
4.1. Reapplication for every Recognized Student Government is to take place during the first
Senate Legislative Cycle of Every Fall Semester
4.2. The Reapplication Process follows the same format for the original Application Process as
described in SECTION 11, but the document of endorsement from the Dean’s office is not
required for Reapplication
SECTION III - REVIEW BY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
1. Once a Prospective Student Government has completed all the items listed in Article II -
Section 2, their Application can be reviewed by the Senate Executive Committee during the next
legislative cycle
2. The Senate Registrar is responsible for checking the Application and its Student Government’s
compliance with the RSG Charter
3. Approval by Executive Committee
3.1. If the Application is deemed appropriate, sufficient, and properly conducted, the
Application is approved by the Senate Executive Committee
3.2. If approved, the Application is assigned to the Senator representing its prospective Student

Government’s College for sponsorship
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3.2.1.1f the Senator of that College refuses to sponsor the application, the Senate Chair may
delegate the responsibility to any member of the Executive Committee except the
Senate Registrar
4. Rejection by Executive Committee
4.1. Grounds for Rejection
4.1.1.Requirements for Recognition as mentioned in Section I not all being met
4.1.2.Incomplete Application
4.1.3.Profanity within Application
4.2. If rejected, the Student Government who submitted the Application is notified of the fact
of rejection and the reasons for rejection by the Senate Executive Committee
4.3. If rejected, the prospective Student Government cannot reapply for Recognition until the

next legislative cycle

SECTION IV - PRESENTATION TO THE SENATE

1.

A

Applications approved by the Executive Committee are added to the next General Senate Meeting’s

Agenda during New Business

Applications are presented on the Senate Floor in the same format as described for all Legislation in

Redbook

The Sponsor must be an active ASUU Senator

The Presenter must be a member of the Prospective Student Government applying for Recognition

The Application is Reviewed and Passed as any other Legislation seen by the ASUU General Senate

If a majority vote in favor of Recognition occurs, the Student Government who has applied is then

considered Recognized under ASUU

0.1. After official Recognition is declared, the Senate Chair, Registrar, the Application’s Sponsor,
and the Application’s Presenter all sign the Application before it is added to the Registry

If a majority vote against Recognition occurs, the Student Government who has applied is not

recognized; the Student Government is notified of the fact of rejection and reasons for rejection

7.1. If the Student Government still seeks Recognition by ASUU, they must reapply during the next
Legislative Cycle
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SECTION V - GRANTED RECOGNITION

1. After a successful vote on a Prospective Student Government’s Application and that

application’s addition to the Registry, the Student Government becomes formally recognized by
ASUU

2. The Senate Registrar is responsible for making a new section of the Registry for the new RSG as

well as filling it out with all the information required per Article I.II — Section 18

3. Ifavote is unsuccessful in approving a Prospective Student Government’s Application,

Recognition is not granted and no changes are made to the Registry.

SECTION VI - NULLIFICATION OF RECOGNITION
SUBSECTION I - GROUNDS FOR NULLIFICATION OF RECOGNITION

1. Violation of Redbook or this Charter; University Policy; or Local, State, or Federal Law

2. Inactivity of the RSG’s Leadership for more than one (1) semester

3. An RSG failing to interact with or submit legislation to ASUU for more than one (1)
school year

4. Significant changes within an RSG resulting in that RSG no longer meeting the
requirements for recognition as stated in Article II Section I, except for the Dean’s
document of endorsement, which is only necessary for initial application

5. An RSG losing its advisot’s sponsorship for more than one (1) semester

6. An RSG failing to complete, submit, or otherwise participate in the reapplication process

at the beginning of fall semester

SUBSECTION II - NULLIFICATION PROCESS

1.

3.

4.

If a Recognized Student Government meets any of the Grounds in Section 6, any two (2)

Senators may draft an Article of Nullification for that RSG

An Article of Nullification contains:

2.1. Two Sponsors that are actively serving on the ASUU Senate

2.2. A description of the RSG

2.3. An explanation of how the RSG meets one or multiple Grounds for Nullification

2.4. A detailed explanation and justification for the Nullification of that RSG’s Recognition
by ASUU

After being drafted, Articles of Nullification are submitted to the Senate Executive

Committee to be reviewed for compliance with Redbook and this Charter

If found compliant by the Senate Executive Committee, the Article of Nullification is

approved for presentation to the Senate

10
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5.

6.

If found not compliant by the Senate Executive Committee, the Article of Nullification is

rejected and must be redrafted and resubmitted to the Senate Executive Committee during

the next Legislative cycle

After approval by Executive Committee, an Article of Nullification is presented to the

Senate by its two sponsoring Senators

6.1. The RSG in question of nullification may send up to three (3) members to serve as Ex-
Officios during this Senate presentation to aid in questioning and to defend their
Recognition by ASUU

0.2. The Article of Nullification is presented, questioned, debated, and voted on as any other
legislation

6.3. An article of Nullification requires a 2/3 supermajortity vote in favor of nullification to
pass

If passed by the Senate, an Article of Nullification is signed by the Senate Chair, the Senate

Registrar, and the Sponsors of the Article before being added to the Registry

7.1. The Registrar is responsible for adding the signed Article of Nullification to the Registry

Once an Article of Nullification is passed, signed, and added to the Registry, the Student

Government in question loses its formal recognition by ASUU

SUBSECTION III - REMOVAL FROM ASUU

1.

Once an Article of Nullification is added to the Registry, the rest of the information
regarding the Student Government in question may be removed from the Registry by the
Senate Registrar

Nullified Student Governments are not able to submit budgets, funding requests, or
legislation to ASUU

Nullified Student Governments can submit new Applications for Recognition to the ASUU

Senate

11
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ARTICLE III - RSG’S AND ASUU

SECTION I - LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
SUBSECTION I - SENATE

1.
2.

RSG’s operate in ASUU through the Legislative Senate

RSG’s may appoint their own Ex-Officio’s to attend Senate meetings, or they may
designate their College’s Senator as their official representative

RSG’s may submit legislation to the Senate Executive Committee for review before its
presentation to the General Senate

RSG’s may present their own legislation within an ASUU Senate Meeting so long as a
Senator is sponsoring said legislation

RSG’s must seek a Senator to sponsor their Legislation before it is reviewed by the

Executive Committee or seen by the Senate

SUBSECTION II - ASSEMBLY

1.
2.

RSG’s do not operate through Assembly
RSG’s may seek Assembly Representatives as sponsors for any joint legislation they may

submit

ARTICLE IV - THIS CHARTER AND THE ASUU REDBOOK
SECTION I - THE ASUU REGISTRY OF RECOGNIZED STUDENT GOVERNMENTS

1. The Registry referred to in this Charter is the same registry described and explained by Article
L.II — Section 18 of ASUU Redbook

2. The Registrar referred to in this Charter is the same Registrar described and explained by Article
LII — Section 9 of ASUU Redbook

3. This Charter is not part of the ASUU Redbook; it is a separate, living document

12
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ARTICLE V - BYLAWS
SECTION I - RECOGNIZED STUDENT GOVERNMENTS

1.

Recognized Student Governments are considered part of ASUU, so long as they are formally
recognized and within the Registry

There may only be one Recognized Student Government for each College at the University
of Utah

Any Students of any College at the University of Utah may set up a Student Government to
receive Recognition from ASUU, so long as that Student Government is composed of
students from the College they seek to represent

Recognized Student Governments from different colleges may form cross-college coalitions

among themselves in any way, shape, or form they so please

SECTION II - NON-RECOGNIZED STUDENT GOVERNMENTS

1.

Unrecognized Student Governments are not registered, affiliated, or in collaboration with

ASUU

Unrecognized Student Governments may not submit funding, budget, or travel requests to

the ASUU Senate

Unrecognized Student Governments may always submit a new Application for Recognition

so long as its review and presentation would fall within a Legislative cycle

Unrecognized Student Governments may submit legislation to ASUU, provided that the

sponsor of the legislation is the Senator corresponding to their College

Unrecognized Student Governments may apply for status as an RSO

5.1. If an RSO, Unrecognized Student Governments may submit funding requests to the
ASUU General Assembly

SECTION III - THIS CHARTER

1.

This Charter is to be managed and overseen by the Senate Executive Committee, with the
Registrar possessing primary responsibilities and access rights
This Charter can only be edited by the Senate; Edits must take the form of a Senate Bill

intended to change this Charter, and follow the same legislative processes as any other bill

13
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